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FOREWORD

International Organizations 
and the public sector 

have a critical role 
to play in enabling 
good condition for 
improving primary 

sector, but the most 
disruptive successful 

transformations in the 
agricultural sector are business-led.  In line 
with the Agenda 2030, it is essential to make 
economic sustainability coexist with the 
environmental and social sustainability of the 
innovations for development.
In its 3rd edition, our International Award 
registered an outstanding success, gathering 
440 applications from over 100 countries 
and 5 continents, strengthening our role as 

a link between innovation, sustainability and 
agribusiness in support of challenges faced 
by developing countries in this sector. 
A great achievement obtained also thanks 
to the collaboration of our partners of Future 
Food Institute with whom we have decided to 
introduce new categories of winners such as 
climate change, biodiversity and disruptive 
innovation. 
Foodtech and agritech are more and more 
crucial to assist developing countries 
leapfrogging challenges, as agriculture 
remains the backbone of economic activity 
and employment in most countries in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America; no country has been 
able to eradicate poverty without industrial 
development and innovative technologies in 
all food supply chains.
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ABOUT US

UNIDO ITPO Italy

United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) assists developing 
countries (DCs) and transition economies to 
promote sustainable industrial development 
and international cooperation among 
companies and entrepreneurs. By means of 
its 46 offices in developing countries and in 
collaboration with its 169 member countries, 
UNIDO pursues its aim using the mobilization 
of human, intellectual and technological 
resources through which it fosters productive 
employment and economic development, 
sensitive to ecological and environmental 
issues.

The Italian Investment and Technology 
Promotion Office (ITPO Italy), based in Rome, 
was created in 1987 on the basis of an 
agreement between UNIDO and the Italian 
Government. The Office has the mission of 
contributing to the industrial development 
and economic growth of developing countries, 
identifying and mobilizing technical, financial 
and managerial resources in order to achieve 
employment, economic competitiveness and 
environmental protection.
ITPO Italy launched specific industrial 
development programmes aimed at involving 
several sectors where Italy sets world standards 
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of best practice, such as agroindustry, food 
production, textiles and clothing, leather and 
footwear, environment and renewable energies. 
This commitment is mainly based on promotion 
of industrial partnerships, on improvement of 
technological and qualitative standards and on 
capacity building to partner institutions.

Future Food Institute

Future Food is an inclusive network and 
inspirational platform that is sparking 
exponential positive change in the global food 
system, in an entrepreneurial way. At its core is 
the Institute – a center of excellence for food 
intelligence and a training platform for change-

makers, climate shapers and future leaders in 
the food innovation ecosystem with a strong 
focus on empowering youth. 

The Future Food Institute supports 
communities and organizations facilitating the 
transition toward the Sustainable Development 
Goals [SDGs], developing joint programs with 
United Nation Agencies, Governments, NGOs, 
global “think tanks” and food industries. 
Combined with the Living Labs, Future Food 
is accelerating transformational innovations 
that are revolutionizing the food ecosystem 
unleashing the regenerative power of food.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

participants from over 

100 COUNTRIES

Projects submitted

1-5
6-20
21-40
> 40
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440
PROJECTS
PRESENTED

Under 35166

Women159

4,8%Academic

13,2%Agriculture, cattle-rasing, fishing

Agroindustry 39,6%

5,5%Environment

Farm machinery

ICT

Multisectorial

Renewable energy

Services

Other

2,9%

2,4%

6,4%

3,6%

4,1%

17,5%

Sectors involved34

387
companies 
or startups

40
institutions

8
other

5
research 
centers
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OVERVIEW

The International Award is aimed at 
identifying “Innovative Ideas and Technologies 
in Agribusiness” that could lead to social, 
environmental and economic improvements if 
implemented in developing countries.

The contest offers an opportunity at 
international level to highlight and promote 
new solutions to upgrade food security and 
safety requirements in DCs while creating 
links with the business world to establish 
positive synergies with the opportunity to 
submit the project to potential partners in the 
UNIDO network.
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“Future Food Institute identifies itself as the ideal partner for 
international awards focused on innovation and technology. 

We are really glad to have contributed to this record 
numbers of application to the UNIDO ITPO Italy award, 

which represents further proof of our successful 
collaboration with the United Nations agencies, based on 

the commitment with the Agenda 2030 to reach the SDGs 
through innovation and economic diplomacy”

Sara Roversi, Future Food Institute founder 

“We are extremely proud of this important result, that goes 
beyond our expectations. We have further strengthened our 

global network and consolidated the position of our office 
on agritech and food innovation initiatives for developing 
countries. More than 3 out of 4 projects received come 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America, confirming the growing 
role played on agribusiness by developing countries”
Diana Battaggia, Head of UNIDO ITPO Italy
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OBJECTIVES

The tender has the objective to scout, classify, 
select and promote the best innovative 
ideas and technologies relative to the entire 
agribusiness value chain – developed by 
startups, businesses, research centers and 
academia – that could be successfully applied 
in developing countries.
The contest seeks to create a virtuous circle 
of connections between the private, academic, 
financial, and institutional world of the 
countries in the UNIDO ITPO Italy and Future 
Food Institute network. 
Furthermore, it offers the opportunity to 
the winners to present their own innovative 
ideas and technologies directly to donors 
and institutions represented at the event, in 
addition to benefit ad hoc promotional and 
networking support provided by the organizers.

PRIORITIES
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Specifically, priority is given to the following themes:

 ■ Cultivation, harvesting, processing, conservation, packaging and distribution of 
agricultural, livestock and fishery products;

 ■ Valorization of agricultural products of local communities aimed at fighting food 
waste and losses;

 ■ Logistics management and access to international markets of agricultural products 
of DCs;

 ■ Improvement of life and economic conditions of workers in the agricultural and 
similar sectors in DCs;

 ■ Development and qualification of a local market for food and agricultural goods and 
byproducts;

 ■ Environmental solutions for agribusiness waste treatment & management, and 
production of energy and water from alternative sources for agricultural, human and 
zootechnical use;

 ■ Smart and Urban Agriculture and ICT & big data application.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

The evaluation of the proposals was based on 
5 criteria, to which the maximum percentages 
indicated below was associated.

The absence of participants’ conflict of interest, 
the transparency and tracking, certifications 
obtained from recognized organs, and merits 
identified by the jury were considered as key 
elements in the evaluation process.

Innovation content 
of the proposal40%

Scalability and possibility 
of extension in different 
geographical contexts

20%

Applicants’ financial 
involvement5%

Environmental, social 
and economic long-term 

sustainability
25%

Expected occupational return 10%
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Sustainable Development Goals
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
adopted by United Nations in 2015, provides a 
shared commitment and a clear guideline for 
peace and prosperity for people and the planet. 
At its heart are the SDGs, which are a collective 
call for action by all countries - developed 
and developing - in a global partnership. They 
recognize that ending poverty and pursuing 
food safety and security must go hand-in-
hand with strategies that improve health 
and education, reduce inequality, and spur 
economic growth – all while tackling climate 
change and working to preserve our oceans 
and forests. This new deal of the international 
development cooperation is based on a 
new holistic approach that incorporates 
environmental, social and economic issues, 
involving new actors within a participatory 
process, and shifting from a Needs and  
Rights-based to a Planet-based agenda.
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In this framework the role of Agribusiness 
for Sustainable Development is even more 
crucial, as agriculture remains the backbone 

of economic activity and employment in 
most developing countries. 

Food Tech and Agricultural Innovation 
are strategic drivers to unlock this untapped 

potential leveraging the ability of many 
countries to leapfrog into the future, creating 
a better, safer, and more resilient food system 

to implement the 2030 Agenda. 

This is the reason why we matched 
all the received candidatures with 

the relevant SDGs, strengthening the 
substantial link between food safety 

and security and the access to all other 
rights directly or indirectly connected to 

agribusiness.
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JURY

The proposals considered as admissible 
were evaluated by an ad hoc jury.

The jury in charge of the evaluation 
and selection of the best innovative 
technologies and ideas was composed by 
highly-recognized representatives coming 
from different backgrounds, including 
international and developing countries’ 
institutions, research centers and academia, 
and business & financial entities.

Xiaolei Zhao
Head

UNIDO ITPO Shanghai

Diana Battaggia
Head UNIDO ITPO ITALY
President of the jury

Chiara Cecchini
Director and Co-Founder 

Future Food Institute U.S.A.
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Elisabetta Castellazzi
Manager
Azimut

Gabriele Ferrieri
President

ANGI – Associazione Nazionale Giovani Innovatori

Peter Klosse
Hotel Management School Maastricht

Professor of Gastronomy

Roberto Reali
Technologist 
DiSBA CNR

Andrea Sonnino
Senior Expert in Sustainable Agriculture 

Università degli Studi di Roma TRE

Maria Carmela Annosi
Assistant Professor

U&R Wageningen

Wilfred Dolfsma
Professor Business Management and Organization

U&R Wageningen

Francesco Loreto
Director 

DiSBA CNR

Alessandro Panerai
Global Shaper

WEF
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AWARD CEREMONY

The Award Ceremony of our initiative was 
organized within the framework of the 1st edition 
of EXCO – The International Cooperation Expo.

EXCO2019 was the first and only global expo 
dedicated to the innovative solutions provided 
by the actors of development
cooperation: national and international 
agencies, governments, financial institutions, 
civil society and in particular, the private 
sector. During EXCO2019, the players 
active in the field and those willing to enter 
development cooperation had the possibility 
to meet financial institutions, government 
representatives, development agencies 
and international organizations, in order to 
engage in new business relationships aimed 

at creating partnerships to find solutions for 
sustainable development.
EXCO2019 introduced an innovative bouquet of 
coordinated formats:

 ■ EXPO
 ■ B2B
 ■ WORKSHOP & CONFERENCE
 ■ AUCTION FLOOR

 ■ COUNTRY PITCHES

The different formats’ combination offered to 
exhibitors and participants a complete and 
structured model of business interaction.
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Speech of UNIDO DG, LI Yong  during the EXCO2019 opening ceremony
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Conference on Agribusiness & Innovation in 
Developing Countries

SPEAKERS & AWARD CEREMONY

1. Li Yong 
Director General of UNIDO

2. Diana Battaggia 
Head of UNIDO ITPO Italy

3. Marcela Villareal 
Director of Partnership Division at FAO

4. Claudia Laricchia 
Head of Institutional Relations at FFI

5. Angelo Riccaboni 
Chair of PRIMA Foundation

6. Andrea Carapellese 
Award Coordinator at UNIDO ITPO Italy

7. UNIDO ITPO Italy Award Ceremony

8. Alessandra Rainaldi 
ICE - Italian Trade Agency

9. Mirko Tricoli 
Italian Agency for Development Cooperation 

10. Stefania Quaini 
Responsible Food Project at Fondazione ENI

11. Giulia Giuffrè 
Marketing Director at Irritec Group

The Award Ceremony for the 8 winners 
of our 3rd edition of the UNIDO ITPO Italy 
International Award took place within the 
framework of the Conference “Agribusiness 
Innovation & Developing Countries” organized 
by our office at EXCO2019 on May 15th. 

The event was also characterized by the 
opening speeches of UNIDO Director General, 
Li Yong, and UNIDO ITPO Italy head, Diana 
Battaggia, as well as by the interventions 
of important representatives of FAO, Italian 
Agency for Development Cooperation, Italian 
Trade Agency, PRIMA Foundation and Azimut, 
sponsor of the International Award.
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WINNERS

For the Overall category, there were three 
winners:

• Aflazero, an Italian project 

• Imec Film Farming, a Japanese project 

• AgriProtein, a South African project
 
For the Young - Under 35 years-of-age 
category, the winner was Phos-FATE, an Italian 
project. 

For the Women category, the award went to 
Atmonia, an Icelandic project.

For the Agro-food & Climate Change 
category the winner was Pumpkins against 
Poverty, a project from Bangladesh.

Camgew from Cameroon was the winner of  
the Agro-food & Biodiversity category.

Mention of Honor of Disruptive Innovation 
went to Farmcrowdy, a Nigerian project.
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W
inners at a glance
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Overall

Aflazero has developed a post-harvest 
ozone-based treatment technology which 
eliminates 98% of aflatoxin contamination 
in grains and other crops.

www.aflazero.com
www.unido.it/award2019/Aflazero

ITALY

Mr. Luca Alinovi, Aflazero CEO awarded by H.E. Mr. Eric Tonye 
Aworabhi, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria to Italy

Technologies that can eliminate aflatoxin 
contamination in cereals and other crops 
greatly contributes to food security. 
This provides more contractual power to the 
people and governments within the beneficial 
area. Food independence and sovereignty 
are very powerful measures through which 
cooperators can leverage food diplomacy.

Food safety

Aflazero
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Innovation
This solution is highly effective in removing 
and destroying aflatoxin, a mycotoxin 
that seriously affects human health. As 
estimated by the Center for Disease Control 
in the USA, over 4.5 billion people in the 
developing world are exposed to aflatoxins, 
which causes cancer, stunting and lowered 
immunity to disease. Aflazero technology 
does not generate toxic residues in the 
treated commodities and preserves the crops’ 
nutritional value and palatability. The finished 
product is perfectly suitable for human 
consumption and export. A small (0.5-ton) 
plant has been tested over the last two years 
in order to improve the rate and efficacy of the 
post-harvest treatment process. Currently, 
the technology is under testing at the Italian 
National Research Council – Institute of 
Science of Food Production (CNR-ISPA) in Bari, 
Italy.

Impact on developing countries
Producing aflatoxin-free commodities has 
massive health implications on consumers in the 
DCs due to the large consumption of cereals and 
other crops affected by this mycotoxin. Aflatoxin, 
and specifically the B1 form, is recognized by the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer as 
one of the most naturally occurring toxic and 
carcinogenic substances you can find in nature. 
FAO estimates that 25% of world food crops are 
affected by aflatoxin causing several losses in 
African countries’ export earnings. In Europe, the 
aflatoxin limit is set at 2 parts per billion (ppb) 
for adults and 0.1 ppb for infants and young 
children. While, in East and West Africa hundreds 
of millions of people are exposed to unsafe 
levels of aflatoxin since many staple crops are 
contaminated by 50 to 1.000 times more than 
the acceptable levels of aflatoxin. At the moment, 
Aflazero is carrying on commercial negotiations 
with potential partners in Kenya and Nigeria for 
the realization of a 120 ton/day pilot plant.
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Overall

Imec was developed to fight increasing soil 
degradation and water scarcity all over the 
world. Made by the Japanese company Mebiol 
Inc., Imec is a biodegradable film made of a 
particular hydrogel which allows the cultivation 
of plants with less water and soil use. 

www.mebiol.co.jp/en
www.unido.it/award2019/Imec

JAPAN

Mr. Hiroshi Yoshioka, Mebiol Inc. CEO awarded by  
Ms. Elisabetta Castellazzi, Manager at AZIMUT

Sustainable agriculture

Imec Film Farming

In some areas of the Planet, it could be truly 
unbelievable to grow food. Soil desertification is both 
indefensible and an immensely dangerous effect of 
climate change. Humana Communitas needs to work 
towards mitigating the current climate breakdown 
while additionally learning how to adapt to it. New 
methods, for growing delicious and nutritious food, 
need to be developed. These will need to be free of 
soil and will be required to use water as efficiently 
as possible. Once developed, these methods will act 
as confirmation that humans can survive despite the 
disaster that they themselves have caused.
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Innovation
Imec is a film made of hydrogel for growing 
vegetables with low water usage. It reduces 
water consumption to less than a quarter of 
what is needed for hydroponic farming and 
using 1/10 of conventional farming soil. The 
film prevents harmful viruses and germs from 
getting in, eliminates soil contamination that 
can negatively impact crop productivity and 
quality, rendering pesticides unnecessary. 
It also creates a “water stress process” that 
helps crops, such as tomatoes, to synthesize 

large amounts of sugar, amino acids, and other 
nutrients. This, in turn, leads to a more natural 
sweetness and a higher nutritional value.

Impact on developing countries
With Imec, farmers can produce high-quality 
vegetables in desert or salt-damaged soils, 
contaminated areas and indoor. 
The Imec film is completely isolated from the 
ground by a waterproof sheet, which prevents 
any kind of contamination from the soil. At 
the same time, since the supplied water and 
fertilizer do not leak, the amount of water and 
fertilizer used is much lower than the quantity 
needed in the conventional farming methods. 
Such feature, makes Imec an extremely 
environmentally friendly farming method. 
Currently, farmers are implementing this 
method in the deserts of the United Arab 
Emirates and in some much polluted provinces 
in China.
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Overall

AgriProtein is an innovative technology that 
uses insects to produce proteins through a 
bio-conversion process of 
organic waste.

www.agriprotein.com
www.unido.it/award2019/AgriProtein

SOUTH AFRICA

Mr. Jason Drew, AgriProtein CEO awarded by  
Ms. Xiaolei Zhao, Head of UNIDO ITPO Shanghai

Novel food

AgriProtein

Insects are an alternative source of proteins 
that can help to satisfy daily human 
nutritional needs without overshooting 
Earth resource cap. AgriProtein uses circular 
processes to convert organic waste, increase 
food production efficiency and optimize 
resources.
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Innovation
AgriProtein is a cutting-edge insect 
technology able to upcycle organic waste 
resources that would otherwise go to landfill. 
Food and organic waste are processed and 
then used to feed black-soldier-fly larvae 
which, in turn, are harvested to produce three 
final products: an insect-based nutrient-rich 

complete protein for animal feed (MagMeal™), 
a purified fat (MagOil™) and a rich residual soil 
fertilizer (MagSoil™).

Impact on developing countries
Food production is failing to keep pace with 
the speed of population growth. Taking Africa 
as an example, whilst being home to 25% 
of the world’s agricultural land, it is only 
accountable for 10% of the world’s food. 
AgriProtein products offer significant scope 
to facilitate this much-needed support to 
smallholder farmers’ production in Africa and 
other developing countries.
It can do so by providing a cost-effective 
and sustainable alternative to the traditional 
options that are currently available. 
MagSoil, for example, offers an organic 
alternative to chemical fertilizers, contributing 
to the soil restoration in line with the circular 
economy principles. 
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Women

Atmonia produces an on-farm, zero carbon 
nitrogen fertilizer obtained exclusively from 
air, water and renewable energy.

www.atmonia.com
www.unido.it/award2019/Atmonia

ICELAND

Ms. Gudbjorg Rist, Atmonia CEO awarded by  
Ms. Claudia Laricchia, Head of Institutional Relations at 
Future Food Institute

Fertilizer

Atmonia

Producing nitrogen-based fertilizers, derived 
exclusively from air, water and renewable 
energy, on site and with zero emissions is a 
climate-smart approach that contributes to 
the mitigation of climate change.
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Innovation
Atmonia’s technology is based on an 
electrochemical process that uses novel, 
patented catalysts for nitrogen reduction in 
water at ambient temperature and pressure. 
The innovation is two-fold, both within the 
catalyst, that makes the chemical reaction 
possible, but also with the business model that 
this new technology enables. The process’ 
simplicity makes it suitable for on-farm use 
and highly applicable with local renewable and 
intermittent electricity sources such as solar 
or wind. No CO2 emissions, no handling, no 
transportation, no hazardous materials, easily 
turned on/off, optimized for renewable energy, 
applicable with fertirrigation, minimal leaching, 
all at a competitive cost.

Impact on developing countries
Nitrogen fertilizer is essential for sustaining 
food production for a growing population as 
it can increase the yield of current crops and 
use both land and natural resources in a better 
way. The Atmonia system makes possible to 
produce nitrogen fertilizer directly on the spot, 
with very small-scale units (even below 1ton/
year), while traditional methods (Haber-Boch 
process), to be economical, require usually 
a large scale (in the range of millions tons/
year). Having secure access to sustainable 
fertilizers would be a major change for the 
farmers in the developing countries. One of 
its most important benefits is to be able even 
to minimize the country’s trade deficit, an 
important goal of many developing countries 
that import most or all of their fertilizers. With 
this technology, the capital expenditure for 
the creation of the fertilizer is minimal: the 
only inputs are water and electricity which can 
be sourced locally.
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Under 35

phos-FATE has conceived a sustainable 
phosphorus-based fertilizer made 
from recycled phosphate-rich fishery 
by-products.

youtu.be/h4tGBeHfniY
www.unido.it/award2019/phos-FATE

ITALY

Mr. Alessio Adamiano, researcher in CNR awarded by
Mr. Angelo Riccaboni, Chair of PRIMA Foundation

Circular economy &  
waste management

phos-FATE

Although fish have many beneficial nutritional 
and functional properties, it is one of the most 
wasted food products today. By using a sustainable 
phosphorus-based fertilizer that is obtained from 
the recycling of phosphate-rich fish by-products, 
the Italian National Council for Research stresses 
how important and direct the link is between the fish 
industry and the food system. They reveal how links 
like these play an important role in thinking circularly 
and in turn ensuring that we do not overshoot the 
Planet’s natural resources and ultimately work 
towards regenerating it.
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Innovation
The technology, developed by a research 
group of the Italian National Research Council 
(CNR), allows the conversion of fishery by-
products’ waste into calcium phosphate-
based fertilizers through an easily scalable 
and solvent free thermal process which can be 
easily applied by any operator in the fishing 
and farming sectors. It aims to reduce the 
environmental impact and the high cost of the 
fishery industry’s waste disposal.

Impact on developing countries
The process developed by phos-FATE is simple 
and can be carried out in the least developing 
countries as a best practice to convert fishery 
by-products into high value agricultural and 
livestock products. 
The direct beneficiaries of phos-FATE in 
developing countries are the local artisanal 
fishing communities, the fish processing 
factories, and the aquaculture plants, that can 
generate revenues from the transformation of 
fish waste into commercial product. 
Taking aquaculture as an example, it is 
important to underline that fishmeal accounts 
for up to 70% of production costs. 
In addition, the production of phosphorus-
based fertilizers from fish waste will mitigate 
the dependence of developing countries 
from the import of conventional fertilizers 
originated from non-renewable mineral 
resources.
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Biodiversity

This project figured out that apiculture 
can act as a smart solution to protect 
forests from bushfires, through the direct 
involvement of local communities in 
beekeeping.

www.camgew.org
www.unido.it/award2019/CAMGEW

CAMEROON

Mr. Wirsiy Emmanuel, Camgew Director awarded by  
Ms. Cristina Petracchi, Head of the FAO e-learning Center

Forests’ Conservation & Biodiversity

CAMGEW

Products can display the identity of the 
place where they were produced. Behind this 
specific solution lies the culture of proud 
apiarists who are taking care of their forest, 
village and people. They are regenerating lives. 
The identity of this area is now inseparably 
linked with the precious honey it produces.
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Innovation
CAMGEW has discovered that apiculture could 
create jobs and raise income for people while 
protecting the forest from fire. When forest 
people own beehives, they will be no longer 
willing to burn the forest and if a bushfire 
occurs, they would act to extinguish it.

Impact on developing countries
Bushfires are destroying hectares of forest 
in the North-West region of Cameroon and 
apiculture has turned out to be a winning 
technique to stop the bushfire issue, as 
testified by the decreasing numbers of fires in 
the mentioned area. 
CAMGEW protects forests from bushfires 
while encouraging the repopulation of 
insects, crucial for the maintenance of the 
entire ecosystem. 
In recent years there has been a high 
mortality rate of bees and it is estimated that 
at least 1/3 of the colonies in the world have 
disappeared.
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Climate
change

This project represents a best practice 
in terms of climate change resilience. It 
supports farmers and displaced people of 
flood areas by offering them trainings and 
improved technologies for the management 
of livelihoods through the “sandbar cropping”.

practicalaction.org
www.unido.it/award2019/PaP

BANGLADESH

Mr. Nazmul Chowdhuri, former Strategic Lead at  
Practical Action awarded by Ms. Diana Battaggia

Sustainable and
climate resilient agriculture

Pumpkins against Poverty

Climate Change must be tackled through both 
mitigation and adaptation. It is essential that 
a climate-smart solution incorporates both 
of these key principles to remain robust and 
well suited for future challenges. This solution 
addresses both adaption and resilience.
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Innovation
It aims to assist displaced people by offering 
them improved technologies, trainings and 
support to produce food crops such as 
pumpkins, squash and other vegetables, in 
“transitional barren sandbars” through an 
ad hoc cropping method. This innovation 
has been developed mainly for extreme poor 
communities living in fragile environments due 
to natural shocks and hazards, that have led to 
the loss of homes and businesses.

Impact on developing countries
Several developing countries, as Bangladesh, 
are rich of unused natural resources, as for 
instance its transitional lands of the river 
system. This technique offers the opportunity 
to transform a challenge into an opportunity, 
contributing to mitigate local socio-economic 
and environmental vulnerability and avoiding 
communities’ displacement. 
The food production model “Pumpkins against 
Poverty” in infertile transitional lands has 
already benefited over 22.000 farmers on 
more than 4.000 hectares, producing more 
than 120.000 million tons of pumpkins and 
saving 1.000 million liters of water. This 
consolidated best practice could be easily 
replicated in many other areas adversely 
affected by climate change like in South Asia 
and Africa.
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Disruptive 
Innovation

Farmcrowdy is the largest Nigerian 
digital agricultural platform focused 
on the connection between sponsors 
and farmers.

www.farmcrowdy.com
www.unido.it/award2019/Farmcrowdy

NIGERIA

Mr. Onyeka Akumah, Farmcrowdy CEO and Co-Founder 
awarded by Ms. Elisabetta Lattanzio Illy, UNIDO Goodwill 
Ambassador 

Digital agritech

Farmcrowdy

Linking sponsors and farmers provides 
a substantial contribution to increasing 
prosperity levels of farmers in developing 
countries. Decreasing intermediation 
empowers local entrepreneurs and the 
transparency of the system allows the humana 
communitas to grow from the emotional, 
physical, mental and cultural point of view. 
This provides a tangible impact on the quality 
and quantity of food supply.
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Innovation
Farmcrowdy is Nigeria’s 1st digital agricultural 
platform focused on connecting farm 
sponsors with real farmers in order to increase 
food production while promoting youth 
participation in Agriculture. It uses sponsors’ 
funds to secure the land, works to engage 
farmers, plants seeds, ensures that the 
farmers and farm products complete the full 
farming cycle, and puts their harvest on the 
market. It is an on-going farm process since 

the farm sponsors are able to keep track of 
the full-cycle by getting updates through 
texts, pictures and videos during the whole 
process.

Impact on developing countries
This project brings an impact on the lives 
of rural farmers, who in their first year of 
operation have been able to improve their 
income by at least 80%. Farmers get 40% 
profit from their produce after the harvest.  
Farmcrowdy aims to increase food production, 
reduce hunger and guarantee food 
sustainability. The platform also provides 
to the farmers a ready market to sell their 
products, avoid and reduce prevalent food 
waste. Farmcrowdy has already managed to 
empower over 11.000 rural farmers directly and 
indirectly across 13 Nigerian states.
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This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. 
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the UNIDO ITPO Italy
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system
or degree of development. Designations such as “developed, “industrialized” or
“developing” are intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express
a judgement about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development
process. Mention of firm names or commercial products does not constitute
an endorsement by UNIDO ITPO Italy.
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